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Stage of Development
A child goes through four development stages (Jean, 2014).The steps include, sensorimotor stage, preoperational stage, the concrete operational stage, and the formal operational stage. Based on the Piaget’s cognitive theory, the stages start when a child is two years old. During this stage, a child starts becoming familiar with the world around them (Flavell et al.1985). According to the theory, the child’s thoughts and communication are egocentric. Kohlberg who agreed with Jean’s approach expounded on three levels of moral development. He defined those levels as preconvectional, conventional, and post conventional. At the pre conventional level, the child’s morality is limited, and children submit to the surrounding authorities, parents, teachers, and judges. During the conventional level, an individual has a connection with personal and societal aspects. Children at this level continue to obey the authority above them as they recognize the necessity of having a positive relationship with  society.Postconvectional level defines a person’s morals according to principles and values and begins to believe some laws are unjust and should be eliminated (Kohlberg,1991).
In conclusion, for the parents, they need to know the cognitive and moral nature of their children for them to know when and how to administer punishment when the children are in the wrong. The teachers also use the two models to understand the abilities and capacities of a child and to identify which areas they are best in.Judges also need to know the cognitive ability of a child their level of morality to determine the amount of sentencing they will apply. Therefore, the two models are an accurate reflection of what a child development should entail and when those in authority miss out on these stages, there is the danger of the child going astray.
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